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Trade and Commerce in this Nation © | 


7(2) 
veral Improvements by And whereas t is the endeavour - : J ; 
ft back agdin ip praFicgo the aVawance of the Statute ſtill 


II. Be it for the Reaſons aforeſaid Enated by the King's moit E-cellent Maje- 
ſfty, and the Lords and Commons in this preſent. Parliament a embled #0 Per- 
Jon or Perſons whatſoever, from and after the Twenty ninth day ofSeite 
Year of owr Lord One thouſand fix hutdred and ſixty, upon any Contra# Jball from 
and after the ſaid Twenty ninth of September, take dire#ly or indire#ly, for Loan 
of any Moneys, Wares, Merchandiſe, or other Commodities whatſoever , above 
value of Six pounds for the forbearance of One hundred pounds for a Jear, anc 
after that Rate for a greater or leſſer Sum, or for a longer or ſhorter time -* 
all Bonds, Contra#s, and Aſſurances whatſoever, made after tein 
peywent of any Principal, or Money to be lent, or Covenant to'be performed upon or 
for any Uſury, whereupon or whereby there ſhall be reſerved or taken above the Rate 
of Six pounds in the Hundred, as foreſee, ſhall be utterly void: And that/all and 
every Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, which ſhall after the time "aforeſaid, wpon any 
Contra to be made, after the ſaid Twenty ninth day of 14/1098 take,.. accept 
and receive, by way or means of any corrupt Bargain,Loan, Exchange, Cheviſaunce, 
Shift, or Intereit of any|Wares, Merchandiſe, or other thing or things whatſoever, 
or by any deceitful way or means, or by any Covin, Engine, or deceitful Conveyance 
for the forbearing or giving Da of Payment for one whole Year, of and for their 
Money or other thing, above the une of Six pounds, for the ſrneting of One hun- 
dred pounds for a Iear, and ſo after that Rate for a greater or leſſer Sum, or for a 
longer or ſhorter Term, ſhall forfeit and loſe, for every ſuch offence , the treble 
value of the Moneys, Wares, chandiſe, and other things ſo Lent, Bargained, 
Sold, Exchanged or Shifted, 
HI. Ard be it further Enaed by the Authority aforeſaid, That all and every Scri- 
vener _ os, Broker _ _— were Solicitors, ey, and Dri- 
vers of Bargains for ContraFs, who ſhall after the ſaid Iwenty ninth "Septem- 
ber, Fo - wa diretly or rad rar any Sum or Sims of Ke 2, other Re- 
ward or Thing, for Brokage, Soliciting, Driving, or Procuring the Loan, or For- 
bearing any we or Sums of Money, over and above the Rate or Value of Five ſhil- 


lings for. the Loan, or Forbearing of One hundred pound for a year,. and ſo rate-. 


ably, or above Twelve pence for making or renewing of the Bond or Bill for Loan, 
or Forbearing Foy y or for any on urn or _ RE the ſame, ſpall 
orfeit for every ſuch Offence Twenty pounds, and have ſonment for half a year 
1 _ Moiety of all which Forfeitares to be to the Toi nnd 11 bs 
Heirs and Succeſſors, and the other Moiey to him or them that will ſue for the ſame, 
in the ſame County where the ſame Offences were committed , and not elſewhere, by 
Aion of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information, in which no Eſſoign of Law or Pro- 
teFion to be allowed. | 


. It hath been a Queſtion put by thoſe that have ſuffered Jobbers in Tat- 
lies and Bank Bills, Whether this Statute does affe theſe unreaſonable Pratices 2 
Their beſt way to be informed therein, is to adviſe with able Counſel. 
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not think themſelves ont of the reach of the Law, -6r that the Laws, whert 
made,” to beof no effec: But time muſt convince them, wherein we hope to ſee 
this Law. w applied, that it will prove a ſmart Rod for both the Knaves 
and Fools Backs. Walk but to the Royal Exchange, and you will preſently ſee 


how the Face of Afﬀairs are there altered (occaſion'd only by theſe ill-look'd 
Monſters) tha Balios © Exchange uſed to be ſelling of Commodities ; 
but now, What price bank Bills > What Security for Money ? Nothing bur 
Plate or Land, at Ten, Fifteen, Twenty, or more per Cent. By theſe unrea- 
ſonable PraCtiſes we plainly ſee that this was the true Cauſe why the King was 
not ſupphed, as we have found by woful Experience. They tell you that 
Money 1s of 
beſt of it..  Selt-intereſt may plead for it, but the Notion is notoriouſly falſe : 
For indeed Money is at no time of any greater value than what the Law hath 
pu upon. it ; and no 7,4 dare warrant the taking of more than Six per Cert: 

ut 15 liable to be Indicted upon the Statute of Exceffive Uſury. It's true, the 
King giyes a greater Intereſt than Six per Cent. the Reaſon is ;. to encourage 
the Subjett to. uy lapply the Neceſlities of the Kingdom, (but not with 
out a Law firſt made). eSubje& ought to live. in. ſubjeftion to the Law , 
and content himſelf with Six per Cezt. until he hath Liberty by Law to do o- 
therwiſe. It's ofa a9 Conſequence to ſuffer the People to take a great- 
er Intereſt for Money than the King gives himſelf ; for then the Government 
will never be ſupplyed, as we have - ſeen: : Therefore the Neck of this 
Roguery muſt be broke, or the Nation undone. 
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It's no wonder that theſe daring Creatures break through all Laws,when they 


dare ſpit in the Face of the Law-makers ; for if the Parliament makes any 
Law that ge their unjuſt PraCtiſes,, they immediately put a mark upon 
thoſe Members. The laſt Seſſions of Parliament, there were great Debates be- 
fore the Honſe could ſettle the Coin, ( occaſioned alſo by theſe Tools). They 
have alſo printed a Liſt of all the Members, with a mark upon them that were 
for lowering the Guinea's and ſettling the Silver ; not ſparing to ſay in publick, 
That they were not Friends to the Government. But if there be no Law to 
puniſh them for their open Afﬀronts,, in due time the Parliament may make 
one. | _ 

It's very plain that theſe Extortioners and Stock-Jobbers never cried up the 
Riſe of Silver and the Riſe of Gold, thatithe Kingdom in general might be 
the better, but that they themſelves might have gained extravagant Sums of 
Money, that had great Caſh by them :\ And it is alſo as plainly ſeen, That the 
Money being brought to its due weight and ſtandard, hath had this good ef- 
fect already , the Exchange from Ho being Thirty ſix ſhillings nine pence 


would have had it. | 

Indeed, theſe ſurly Creatures do (tjll retain their Anger, and are fefolyed to 
have another tonch at Parliament to raiſe the Guinea's and the Silver, and get a 
Conſideration for their Capt Money, being ſtill in hopes of obtaining their 
Ends, have kept u you Sums of Money which hath been another Reaſon 
that hath obſtrudted the Currancy of Money. That they have kept it up appears 
thus: Atthe Tenth of April Guinea's were to go for no more than Two and 
twenty ſhillings, and the Fourth of May was Clipt Money to be no more made 
uſe of, ſo that at that time, , we had no: Money for currancy, but the old broad 
Money.,and ſmall parcels of old Mill'd, and in a few days ſcarcely a, Guinea to 
be ſeen,which plainly ſhews they were very ſullen,reſolving to keep themup,and 
not to loſe never reckoning what they had got unlawfully by them. 

There is. ane Reaſon more that will convince you in a little time, and 
that is,” If they Us apply thetnſclves to the Parliament, the next Seſſions, you 
may then be ſure they have kept up the Moneys : and that you may be the bet- 
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muſt-bedeeper lid: Forif theParli hould adh to make an Mlowance 
for the clipt Money that is in their hands, then all'the old broad "Money 
punched, muſt once. more come into-the Chppets hands, and fo the Nation 
_ another piece of their Roguery, 
Its-further obſerved, That their barbarous Contrivances in keep -rip the 
Coin of: the Kingdom, for the Reaſons before mentioned, hath us itt- 
to theſe following Evils, That the middle FTrading-men of ' the Nation are ina; 


worſe Condition than the common. Brggars 3 hey cannot {el} their! Commo-' 
we their 


dities for Money, rior can they rece Debts, and-al{ manner of Friend- 
ſhip deſtroyed 3 andif they.go to- borrow Money they are laught'at, unleſs 
they give them their unreaſonable Demands. What muſttheſe poor People do?- 
either ſtarve or beg. Nay, many of theſe Monſters themſelves refuſe paying 
their own Debts, making-uſe of the. common Neceſiitous Cry , Is this a More. 
to. pare with Money, or pay Debts 2: when-the true Reaſon is, whilſt the | 
- People out of. theirMongy, they Trade with itupon unconſc © 
Therefore, that-they-may have a juſt: Reward, according to 
ie is is thought adviſable ro-publiſh this following : 
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